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Type of Material:
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.1 linear foot of manuscript materials housed in 3 folders

Languages:
English
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Access/Restrictions

The collection is open for research use. All materials in this collection are subject to
standard national and international copyright laws. Center staff are able to assist with
copyright questions for this material.

Provenance and Acquisition Information:
Given to CPM in April 1998 directly by Thornton Hagert.

Arrangement:
The processing archivist created an organization by format.

Subject/Index Terms:
Sheet Music
Orchestral Scores
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Film Scores

Theater Scores

Silent Film

Score Inventory

Big Band

Marching Band

Vocal Music
Instrumental Music
Conductor’s Scores
Promotional Mailers
Accompaniment Music
Music Publishing

United States Army Band
Dover Opera

Capitol Photoplay Series

Agency History/Biographical Sketch:

Thornton "Tony' Hagert (about 1931 - 5 April 2017) was a musician and musicologist
who founded the Vernacular Music Research archive. An album which he produced for
the Smithsonian Institution was nominated for two Grammy Awards.

Born in Philadelphia, Hagert studied music in college, before being drafted for the
Korean War. Upon his return he worked for the US Dept. of Agriculture. On weekends
he played in jazz bands in the DC area, producing music and writing liner notes for
albums of historical music, including Classic Rags and Ragtime Songs (Smithsonian
Collection, 1975) and. He worked for the Rockefeller Foundation on the Recorded
Anthology of American Music released for the United States Bicentennial in 1976,
writing in the notes to the album Come And Trip It (Instrumental Dance Music 1780s-
1920s) that one piece was "intended to be played by genteel young ladies. It has a
useless introduction, exasperating interludes, and a pretentious irrelevant ending." He
was employed by the Smithsonian Institution to produce the album An Experiment in
Modern Music: Paul Whiteman at Aeolian Hall for which he sourced recordings by
artists including George Gershwin, Paul Whiteman, Zez Confrey and the Original
Dixieland Jazz Band. His ten pages of notes were described as "a major statement ...
provid[ing] copious information about Whiteman and the concert itself and [] an in-depth
look at each piece performed that evening."[5] In 1983, that album was nominated for
the Grammy Award for Best Album Notes and the Grammy Award for Best Historical
Album.

He also founded Vernacular Music Research, an archival and historical collection of
music. It includes print (books, sheet music, orchestrations), 78' records, and other
media featuring American music and dance from the early 19th century to the 1960s.
The Archive consists of about 125,000 items of printed music, 75,000 items of recorded
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music, 5,500 books and 2,000 periodicals on New World Vernacular music, dance, and

related topics.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thornton Hagert

John A. Emery, of Dover, NH, received mail addressed to the “Leader of Orchestra,
Dover Opera House, Dover, NH,” with another address to “Mr. Emery Dir. Opera House
Orchestra.” The Emery family first arrived in New Hampshire in the 1600s with
numerous historical sites related to the family. As such, several envelopes in the
collection are addressed simply to the “New Adams House,” which was a small historic
lodging, from 1909 — 1921.

Scope and Content:
The collection includes inventory logs of sheet music and promotional envelopes.

Collection Contents:
The manuscript collection contains three folders.

Folder 1: Envelopes from music publishing distributors to John A. Emery.

These mailers, most addressed to John A. Emery of Dover, NH, originated from a
variety of music publishing companies. One of the nine envelopes, is addressed to the
“Leader of Orchestra, Dover Opera House, Dover, NH,” with another address to “Mr.
Emery Dir. Opera House Orchestra,” referencing his position there. All sized roughly 7”
by 11,” the backs involve handwritten notes regarding the title of the music they had
contained. Senders are Walter Jacobs Music Publishing in Boston, Sam Fox Publishing
Company of Cleveland, Harold Rossiter Music Co. of Chicago, (dated 1913), and the
rest from Jerome H. Remick & Co. of New York. Several envelopes in the collection are
addressed simply to the “New Adams House,” which was a small historic lodging, from
1909 — 1921, helping to limit the dates on the mailers.

Folder 2: Labelled “Sheet Music Collection 1/2"

This folder contains inventory sheet “for which we have the music,” according to a hand-
written note. In two sizes, 8” wide by 10.5” tall, and 8.5” by 13" tall, these sheets are
numbered from 520 — 578 (some missing), and 591 - 603. Identifying information
includes title, composer, edition, arranger, and publisher, with a list of instruments
below, from piano and harp to trumpets, trombones, drums, oboes, flutes, and clarinets.
Columns next to instruments are “Required,” “On hand,” “Short,” and “Remarks”
allowing for tally marks. Inventory lists 591 — 603 bear an ink stamp across the top

reading “United States Army Band, Fort Myer, Va.”

Folder 3: Labelled “Sheet Music Collection 2/2"
This folder bears a hand-written note “Score Inventory Sheets (no sheet music
associated).” Numbered from 561-590, with the missing numbered items located in the
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previous folder, the sizes correspond to same above. Two sheets of 8.5” by 14” legal
sized photocopy paper are labelled as “a photocopy of a cover that encased the score
inventories. The original has been deaccessioned.” Handwriting on the original covers
says “Capitol Photoplay Series,” referring to a series of film scores first published in
1925-26. One cover lists numbers 520-529, while the other lists items numbered 530-
539. Composers included in these lists are Axt, Berge’, Carbonara, Moskowski,
Hoffman and Frey.

Materials Cataloged Separately:

This manuscript collection involves score inventory sheets and promotional mailers that
accompanied a donation by Mr. Hagert. The larger donation included 2,771 pieces of
sheet music and 37 audio discs at 78 rpm. These items are stored with their formats:
sheet music is cataloged with sheet music and the audio discs with commercial sound
recordings.

Location:
This collection is filed by accession number with other manuscript groups.

Related Materials:

Other collections related to Thornton Hagert include accession #10-018 in 2020 that
involved 14 crates of 78 rpm sound recordings: 1350 10” and 52 12”. Accession #94-
030 produces hundreds of archives records including sheet music, 78 rpm discs, and
books.

He founded the Vernacular Music Research archive for printed and recorded material
on American music and dance from the 1820s -1960s, which continues today at:
https://vernacularmusicresearch.com/

Fellow musician David Sager with Thronton’s widow, Anne Stanfield-Hagert, produced a
presentation “A Garage in South Philly: The Vernacular Music Research Archive of
Thornton Hagert” available from the Association for Recorded Sound Collections
through their 2018 ARSC Conference Recordings.
https://arsc.aviaryplatform.com/collections/1143/collection_resources/29812/file/97735/

Finding aid written by Jon Sewell, July 2026, incorporating notes from the acquisitions logs.
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