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Agency History/Biographical Sketch:
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Seroff) of Out of Sight: The Rise of African American Popular Music, 1889-

1895; Ragged but Right: Black Traveling Shows, “Coon Songs,” and the Dark Pathway
to Blues and Jazz; The Original Blues: The Emergence of the Blues in African American
Vaudeville; and To Do This, You Must Know How: Music Pedagogy in the Black Gospel
Quartet Tradition, all published by University Press of Mississippi. His work has also
been published in American Music, 78 Quarterly, American Music Research Center
Journal, and The Jazz Archivist.

Doug Seroff, born February 21, 1947, in Newark, NJ, and currently residing in
Greenbrier, TN, has been involved in recording, researching, and promoting African
American vernacular music since the 1970s. He has written a number of books on the
subject as well as many liner notes for reissues of older music. Mr. Seroff has also been
a consultant with TV and radio documentaries about the gospel quartet tradition, as well
as a producer of gospel quartet concert events.

Scope and Content:

Series I: 9 linear feet of photocopies and printed microfilm of historic black newspapers
and mainstream news publications relating to black vaudeville, black minstrelsy, and
quartets.

Series II: 3 linear feet of vertical file materials of photographs, correspondence, and
photocopies of various research materials relating to black performers.

Arrangement:
The collection remains in the organizational scheme as presented by Mr. Seroff and Mr

Abbott. Doug Seroff wrote most descriptions and folder titles.

This collection consists of two series
Series | Newspapers in 9 boxes
Series Il Vertical Files in 3 boxes

Materials Cataloged Separately:
No items from this collection are cataloged separately from this finding aid.

Location:
These materials are located in the manuscripts section of the archival stacks, filed by
accession number.



Related Materials:

Other related collections: Doug Seroff Black Gospel Disc Collection (89-009), Doug Seroff
Collection of Negro Harmony Singing (89-031), Doug Seroff Film Collection (95-055), and Doug
Seroff Master Tapes of Negro Quartet Singing (94-087) Doug Seroff African American Gospel
Quartet Collection (10-26) and commercial sound recordings and vertical files.

SERIES 1: BLACK NEWSPAPERS

Box 1 A-C
ATLANTA INDEPENDENT (a Black weekly): A few items from 1910.

ATLANTA CONSTITUTION
1901: Ten pages of items from a racially antagonistic white daily about Black people and
culture.

BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN (This run was reviewed and indexed by Ray Funk)
1924: About 20 xeroxed pages. Quartets.

1926: 19 xeroxed pages, indexed. Quartets, jubilee singers.

1927: About 10 pages of xeroxes. Quartets.

1928: About 25 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1929: About 10 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1930-1931: About 15 pages of xeroxes.

1932: About 30 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1933: About 30 pages of xeroxes, indexed. Quartets.

1934: About 30 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1935: About 20 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1936: A few pages of xeroxes.

1937: About 15 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1938: About 25 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1939: About 20 pages of xeroxes. Indexed.

1940: About 18 pages of xeroxes. Indexed.

1941-43: About 40 pages of xeroxes, indexed. Religious and secular quartets.

1946: 11 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1947: 22 pages of xeroxes, indexed.

1948-1950: About 20 pages of xeroxes, indexed. Pilgrim Travelers, Roy Brown, Orioles, others.
1951-1952: About 30 pages of xeroxes, indexed. R&B and gospel vocal groups and single
artists.

BILLBOARD (1920-1925):

Approximately 400 xeroxed pages. All of "J. A. Jackson's Page" 1920-1925. There is a partial
index. Black professional music and entertainment, circus and minstrel band performers, Smart
Set, Prince Oskazuma, the ascent of blues and jazz, Gertrude Rainey.

BROAD AX (Chicago Black weekly, 1909-1912)

About 85 xeroxed pages, primarily concerned with Black vaudeville, Pekin Theater, Bert
Williams, Bob Cole, S. H. Dudley, Aida Overton Walker, E. Azalia Hackley, Robert T. Motts'
obituary.

CADENZA (1894-1897) About 30 pages xeroxed from this "Official organ of the



American guild of banjoists, mandolinists and guitarists."

CALIFORNIA EAGLE (Los Angeles Black weekly, 1916-1917) About 50 pages. local
Black music activity, jubilee singers, cabarets.

CHICAGO DEFENDER - Over 2,200 pages of transcriptions and xerox copies, 1909-1943.
1909-1911: About 30 pages of xeroxes, State Street Black vaudeville, jubilee singer, cabarets,
Sylvester Russell's column, Sherman Dudley.

1912: About 40 17x11, full page xeroxes; Primarily the "Musical and Dramatic" column. Regular
coverage of State Street theaters. national Black stage news. Blind Boone, Tuskegee Institute
Band.

1913: About 40 17x11, full page xeroxes. "Musical and Dramatic" column, vaudeville, black
concert performers, Richard B. Harrison, Aida Overton Walker.

1914: About 15 typed and xeroxed pages of select music-related

1915: About 20 typed and xeroxed pages.

1916: About 45 typed transcriptions and xeroxed pages, extensively indexed. Black stage
quartets and jubilee companies.

1917: About 50 17x11 inch, full page xeroxes of the paper's "Dramatic News" page, Black
professional quartets and jubilee singers. With index.

1918: About 20 pages of typed and xeroxed pages.

1919: About 50 17x11, full page xeroxes of "The Stage" page. Indexed. 1920: About 125
xeroxed pages. Prirtially indexed.

1921: About 100 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Partially indexed.

1922: About 150 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Partially indexed. Professional quartets.
Alberta Hunter, Spikes Brothers Record Company.

1923: About 100 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Limited index

1924: About 90 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Limited index.

1925: About 175 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Small index. Black vaudeville and blues,
spiritual singers, Black concert artists.

1926: About 100 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Small index.

1927: About 150 pages of typed notes and xeroxes. Extensive index: 1927-1929. Heavy
coverage of blues and jazz in Black vaudeville, and itinerant Black minstrel companies.
songwriters, etc.

1928: About 50 pages of notes and xeroxes. Indexed.

Box2C-H

CHICAGO DEFENDER

1929: About 75 pages of notes and xeroxes.

1930: About 100 pages of notes and xeroxes. Extensive index: 1930-1942. T.O.B.A. news,
Salem Tutt Whitney column, jazz and blues on-stage, Mills Brothers, Chicago gospel quartet
activity.

1931-1934: About 200 pages, exte11sively indexed. Both national and city editions.

1935: About 100 pages. Small index. City Edition with news of Chicago gospel music activity;
Silas Green Minstrel Company; cabaret activity and jazz.

1936-1939: About 200 pages. Local and national quartet news, min!:.trels, jazz, jubilee singing,
up-dates on old performers.

1940: About 60 pages.

1941: About 40 pages. Small index.

1942 (City Edition): About 100 page with extensive index. Lots of local gospel news. 1943 (City
Edition): About 50 pages, with index.




1944 thru 1953 were collected by Ray Funk. There are approximately 300 pages of xeroxes,
indexed by year. Mostly vocal groups, gospel and R&B.

John F. Steiner and Charles A. Sengstock, Jr, "A Chronological Survey of the Chicago Defender
and the Chicago Whip, 1909 to 1930 on the Development of Jazz Music on Chicago's South
Side." Approximately 200 pages of citations, which Seroff highlighted.

Bound Index prepared by Seroff of selected references in Chicago Defender 1921-1929

CHICAGO WHIP (1919-1920): 13 pages of transcribed notes and xerox copies.
Ragtime, local theater and cabaret scene.

CLEVELAND CALL and POST (This newspaper was reviewed and indexed by Ray Funk)
1934: 30 pages, indexed. Local and national Black gospel and secular quartet news.
1935: 11 pages, indexed.

1936: 10 pages, indexed.

1937: 20 pages, indexed.

1938: 15 pages, indexed.

1939: 15 pages, indexed.

1940: 10 pages, indexed.

1941: 15 pages, indexed.

1942: 28 pages, indexed.

1943: 17 pages, indexed.

1945: 12 pages, indexed.

1946: 28 pages, indexed.

1947: 34 pages, indexed.

1948: 34 pages, indexed.

1949: 33 pages, indexed.

1950: 22 pages, indexed.

CLEVELAND CALL and POST 1951: 27 pages, indexed. 1952: 31 pages, indexed.
1953: 24 pages, indexed.

CLEVELAND GAZETTE

1889-1905: About 250 pages of xeroxes and typed transcripts. Jubilee singers, quartets, black
concert soloists, Blind Tom, F. J. Loudin, Harry T. Burleigh, Sherwood's Band, etc. Extensively
indexed.

COLORED AMERICAN MAGAZINE (1905)
About 30 pages of articles about Black music, Samuel Coleridge Tayl..>r, Fisk Jubilee
Singers, Aida Overton Walker.

DETROIT PLAINDEALER

1889-1890: About 25 pages of transcriptions and xeroxes, indexed. Fisk Jubilee Singers,
Jackson Family of Mich., Twin Brothers Band.

1891: About 40 pages of transcripts and xeroxes. Loudin's Jubilee Singers, local Black
community entertainments, Detroit City Band.

1892: About 30 pages of transcripts and xeroxes. Cake walks, local entertainments, Black Patti.
1893: About 25 pages of transcripts and xeroxes.

HOUSTON INFORMER



1920-1937
1939-1949

Box 3 INDIANAPOLIS FREEMAN

Part One (8 72 "x 11")

Approximately 125 pages of indexes of the Indianapolis Freeman 1889-1920. (1888-1902:
About 175 pages of transcripts and xerox copies.

Part Two (11" x 17" (full pagesize)
1893-1897
1898
1899
1900

1901

1902
1903
1904-1905
1906
1907
1908
1909

Box 4 INDIANAPOLIS FREEMAN
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914

Box 5 INDIANAPOLIS FREEMAN
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919

Box61-L

INDIANAPOLIS FREEMAN
1915
1916
1917

THE AMERICAN CITIZEN (KANSAS CITY) 1889-1895

KANSAS CITY CALL
1922

1923

1924-1925



1925
1926

TOPEKA WEEKLY CALL
1894

PARSONS (KANSAS) WEEKLY BLADE 1894-1895

LEAVENWORTH HERALD (KANSAS)
1894
1895
1896

KANSAS STATE LEDGER (TOPEKA)
1892-1895

KANSAS CITY STAR
1894

LOS ANGELES SENTINAL
1950

LOUISIANA WEEKLY {NEW ORLEANS) 1925-1932
1933-1941
1942-1949
1950-1964

Box 7

MICHIGAN CHRONICLE (Ray Funk did this review)
1945-1949

NEW YORK AGE

1888-1891

1914

Various Years: About 20 pages of xeroxes.

NEW YORK AMSTERDAM NEWS (reviewed by Ray Funk)
1941-1944
1949

NEW YORK GLOBE/NEW YORK FREEMAN
The Globe became the Freeman, November 22, 1884
1883

1884

1885

1886

NEW YORK CLIPPER



1889-1890

1891-1892

1894-1895

1896-1897 - With index to 1899.
1898-1899

1900-1906

1909

NEW YORK DRAMA TIC MIRROR
A mainstream journal with information about black music/musicians. 1900-1901

NORFOLK JOURNAL and GUIDE
1916-1950: About 140 pages of xeroxes collected and indexed by Vaughn Webb and Roddy Moore (this
folder only), for a Blue Institute project.

NORFOLK JOURNAL and GUIDE
1921

1922

1923-1924

Box 8

NORFOLK JOURNAL & GUIDE
1925

1926

1927

1928-1929

PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE
1912-1948

PITTSBURGH COURIER
1923-1924-1925

1926-1927

1928-1929-1930
1949-1950-1951

RICHMOND PLANET
1909-1911
1912-1914
1915-1916
1917-1919
1920-1923
1924-1926
1927-1929

SAVANNAH TRIBUNE
1902-1910
1911-1919



SOUTH WESTERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE (Methodist Episcopal Church in the South)
1873-1925

TAMPA MORNING TRIBUNE (mainstream daily with coverage of local Black vaudeville
theater/saloons) 1899-1900

VARIETY (mainstream entertainment publication with items of interest about Black
performers)

1905-1907

1908-1910

1911-1923

1940-1942: 8 pages, "courtesy of Dr. Stratemann."

VARIOUS BLACK NEWSPAPERS short runs
Birmingham World, Washington Bee, Louisianian Late 1800s to mid-1900s: About 60 pages

Box 9

INDIANAPOLIS FREEMAN
1889-1890 (supplement)
1891 (supplement)

1892 (supplement)

1893 (supplement)

1896 (supplement)

1904 (supplement)

1905 (supplement)

WEEKLY CALL (Topeka, Kansas) 1891-1895

NEW YORK AGE
1911-1918

NEW YORK CLIPPER
1893

SERIES 2: Vertical Files

Box 1

Folder 1
Robert S. Abbott Gus Aiken
Bardu All And Baby Benbow Billy Arnte
R. T. Ashford
Back Step ("The Old Back Step")
Count Basie Sidney Bechet William Benbow

Folder 2
Black America (Nate Salisbury)
William Blue
William "Blind" Boone Wayne "Buzzin

Burton Perry Bradford Shelton Brooks



Blanch K. Bruce (Leavenworth Herald Editor)
Butterbeans And Susie

Folder 3
Harry T. Burleigh Arthur Campbell
"Canned Music" (Phonographic Devices)
Cake Walk Thomas Chappelle
Chautauqua/Lyceum Movement Adolphus "Doc" Cheatham
Lee Collins
Nettie & Glover Compton Ida Cox

Folder 4
Will Marion Cook Jack L. Cooper
John W. Cooper
Baby Cox Marge Creath
"Crow Jane" (African American Slang)
Cow Cow Davenport Sam Davis
Tom Delaney
Sidney & Wilber Deparis

Folder 5
"Dime Museums"
Baby Dodds
Mattie Dorsey
Thomas A. Dorsey

Folder 6
George Dosher
Sherman H. Dudley
Laura Dukes
Reese Dupree
"Dvorak In America"
Shepard Edmonds
Charles Elgar

Folder 7
Etymology ("Jazz," "Coon")
James Reese Europe
E. 0. Excell
Florida Blossoms Minstrels
Ida Forsyne
Harry Lawrence
Freeman Gilliam
Family Of Detroit Gilliam-Attucks Music Co.
Coot Grant & Sox Wilson
W. C. Handy
Ben Harney: His Obituary In Variety, March 9, 1938.
Kemper Harreld Hamtree Harrington



Folder 8
E. Azalia Hackley

Folder 9
Estelle Harris
Richard B. Harrison
Hawaiian Guitar
Lucille Hegamin
Charles B. Hicks
Edna Benbow
Hicks Willie
Hightower
Darnell Howard

Folder 10
"It's Getting Dark On Broadway"
"Billboard" Jackson
Willie Jackson.
Mitchell Jacoby Willis
Laurence James
Frankie Jaxon
Blind Lemon Jefferson
Hezekiah Jenkins
Joan Sawyers' Persian Garden Orchestra
John We.Sley Jenkins
Jenkins Orphanage Band
Hall Johnson
David Jones

Folder 11
Scott Joplin
Joe Jordan
Louis Jordan
Frank Keeling
Dan Kildare
Pauline Lee
Thomas La Rue
Jones Mance Lipscomb
Virginia Liston
Billy And Mary Mack
Mose Mcquitty

Folder 12
Antonio Maggio
Fate MacAble
William Benton Overstreet
David James Mattis
Leola Manning
Pigmeat Markham
Billy Mcclain



Rose Melville

Irving C. Miller

George Morrison Orchestra
Morton Theater (Athens, Ga.)

Folder 13
Jelly Roll Morton
Abbe Niles
George Offitt
Old Time Darkies Quartet Oriole Quartet

Folder 14
Kid Ory
Charles H. Pace
Earl Palmer
Roy Palmer
Pekin Theater (Chicago)
Ralph Peer
Armond J. Piron

Folder 15
John Porter
Henry Hugh Proctor
Rabbit Foot Minstrels
Delong Rice
Zoo Robertson
Eddie "Rabbit" Robinson
Jimmie Rodgers
Alex Rogers And Lucky Roberts
Ernest "Baby" Seals

Folder 16
Clara Smith
Henderson Smith
Mamie Smith
N. Clark Smith
Pinetop Smith
Trixie Smith
Southern Syncopated Orchestra

Folder 17
"Sugar Babe" (The Song)
Reb Spikes
Victoria Spivey
Milton Starr (Proprietor of Nashville's Bijou Theater)
Wilbur Sweatman
Jasper Taylor
Thomas Family
"Titanic" Songs



Willie Too Sweet

Uncle Tom's Cabin Companies
John Waller

Ethel Waters

Woodlawn Wangdoodles

Folder 18
Al and Lula Wells
Leigh Whipper
Amos White
Gonzelle White
Princess White
Whitman Sisters
Clarence Williams
"Rubberlegs" Williams
Spencer Williams
Henry Winfred
J. Paul Wyer
Blanche "Billy" Young
Tom Young
Miscellaneous File (About 300 Pages)

Box 2 “Special vertical files.”

Folder 1 EARLY BLACK VAUDEVILLE THEATER INDEXES
8 x 10 glossy of the "81" Arcade Theater, Atlanta, ca. 1910, copied from the Freeman.
Eleven pages of original research on early Black vaudeville theaters in the South.
Correspondences with State Arts Council administrators in Alabama and Georgia about these
theaters.
Secondary documentation about vaudeville.

Folder 2 BUTLER "STRING BEANS" MAY.
Two 5 x 7 photos of String Beans' headstone by Joey Brackner.
Two 5 x 7 glossy photos of cartoons of String Beans from the Indianapolis Freeman.
Three 5 x 7 photos of the inside and outside of Montgomery's Pekin Theater, where String
Beans sometimes appeared. Courtesy Joey Brackner.
Seven legal sized xerox copies of a Jefferson County [Alabama] court documents concerning
an April 1914 lawsuit between Sherman H. Dudley and the Ruby Theater of Montgomery, over
the right to book String Beans.
Six-page transcript of my May 27, 1991 interview with Joseph Nesbitt, who was a neighbor of
Butler May's family early in the century.
One-typed page of notes from my June 2001 visit to Butler May's grave in Oakwood Cemetery
in Montgomery, Alabama.
Official copy of Butler May's death certificate.
About twelve pages of xeroxes of Butler May's Census data and WW | draft registration.
Transcription of Butler May's obituaries in Montgomery Times and Montgomery Advertiser,
November 21, 1917.
Two typed page "String Beans Itinerary", April 1909 to November 1917. Original research.
Typed sheet of songs performed by Butler May. Original research.



Typed note from the Stearns' August 25, 1961 interview with Willis Laurence James, contains
a page with his recollections of String Beans. Rutgers Jazz Archive.

One typed page transcription of an unpublished portion of Jelly Roll Morton's L of C interviews
in which Morton discusses String Beans.

Thirteen xeroxed pages of newspaper reports about String Beans.

Obituary for String Beans' eldest sister Blanche May, Montgomery Advertiser, Jan 7, 1969.
Copies of two different hand-written lead sheets for Cow Davenport's "Cow Cow Blues," which
is melodically beholden to "String Beans Blues."

Another 30 pages of miscellaneous String Beans or "String Beans Blues"-related
documentation.

Folder 3 MA RAINEY

37 xeroxed pages of news articles from local Columbus, Georgia white newspapers, 1970s-
1990s (from Columbus, Georgia Public Library), with retrospectives about Ma Rainey's life in
Columbus; installation of a historical marker; efforts by the city to restore her home into a
museum; "Ma Rainey's Black Bottom" play.

One page of notes from my 2003 research visit to Columbus, Georgia. Articles from jazz
journals about Ma Rainey.

Folder 4 BESSIE SMITH

older 8 x 10 glossy print of a 1920s studio shot of Bessie Smith.

8 x 10 glossy copy from the Indianapolis Freeman (1912) of the first published photo of Bessie
Smith, with her then-partner Buzzin' Burton.

A xerox copy of her 1923 marriage license to John Gee. They were married by Rev. C.A.
Tindley. Three pages of 1910 U.S. Census reports on Bessie Smith and family.

Two-page obituary, Baltimore Afro-American, September 26, 1937.

Xerox copy of her signed contract to appear at a Chattanooga theater, March 16, 1925. Several
pages of early news articles and transcriptions of articles concerning Bessie Smith. Numerous
journal articles and other secondary sources.

Folder 5 BABY H. FRANKLIN SEALS

Three 8 x 10 glossy copies of photos of Seals and his partner Baby Floyd Fisher, in costume
and street clothes, from Indianapolis Freeman.

Good xeroxes of Seals and Fisher in stage costume.

Xeroxes of seven installments of the promotional panel cartoon "Baby F. Seals in Search of
Fame,"

Indianapolis Freeman (February & March 1912).

Official "Certificate of Failure to Find Record" of the death of H. Franklin Seals. Other relevant
material.

Folder 6 WENDEL L P DABN EY

His "Banjo Days" article, Baltimore Afro-American, December 1, 1934. Pages from his
Cincinnati's Colored Citizens.

Joseph T. Beaver, Jr., "l Want Ye u to Know Wendell Phillips Dabney," 1958.

Who's Who of the Colored Race, 1915.

About 12 pages of news articles about Dabney.

Lynn Abbott & D. Seroff article on Dabney from Rag-time Ephemeralist.

Several pages of original research about Dabney.



Folder 7 ERNEST HOGAN:

A color photo of his headstone in Bowling Green, Kentucky.

Printed program for the dedication of an historical marker in Bowling Green, Mary 20, 2009.
Front pages of Bowling Green Daily News, Mary 19 and 21, 2009, plus three other articles from
that newspaper, relevant to Ernest Hogan and the historical marker.

Printed program for Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra Season of 2001-2002, which Includes
the music of Ernest Hogan. With brief bio blurb about him.

Extensive correspondence with Ray Buckberry of Bowling Green, Kentucky, collector and
researcher of Hogan, dating from early-2000s. With about 100 pages of his sadly unpublished
research into Hogan's Bowling Green roots, music, etc.

Folder 8 ERNEST HOGAN

About 15 pages of City Directory, Certificates of Death, and other official documents on Hogan's
family in Bowling Green.

Xerox copy of program from Hammerstein's Paradise Roof Garden engagement of Ernest
Hogan's Memphis Students, July 24, 1905. Collection of Ray Buckberry.

Copies of sheet music or covers for six Ernest Hogan compositions.

About 75 pages of xeroxed newspaper citations, 1897-1909, including Hogan's obituary
Two-page typed transcription of Aug. 22, 1897 Louisville Courier-Journal article "Ernest Hogan's
Rise." Other materials relevant to Ernest Hogan.

Folder 9 BLACK PATTI TROUBADOURS

Nineteen-page from 1898-1899 Black Patti Troubadours souvenir songbook, with great photos
and text, including a page-long biography of leading wmic Ernest Hogan.

Four pages 10 x 14 xeroxes from another songbook, "Songs as Sung by the Black Patti
Troubadours." Probably 1898. With an outstanding photo of the troupe, used as frontispiece in
Ragged but Right.

Original research: a list of Black Patti's documented repertoire with this troupe.

A five-page itinerary list for the Black Patti Troubadours 1898-1903, created from frequent
reports in the Indianapolis Freeman.

Two lengthy Freeman reviews of the opening performances of Black Patti Troubadours,
December 1896. Secondary documentation magazine articles, etc.

Rough draft of Abbott and Seroff's text on Black Patti Troubadours for Out of Sight

Folder 10 FERNANDINA BEACH, FLORIDA

Three pages of research notes from my 2003 visit to Fernandina Beach. 1903 Sanborn
map of the saloon district.

Great reproduction of a juvenile band, 1878.

Pages from two editions of "Yesterday's Reflections, Nassau County, Florida Other
related material.

Folder 11 JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

Five typed pages of notes from my 2003 visit to the Florida Collection, Jacksonville Public
Library, University of North Florida Library Special Collections, and the Ritz Theater & La Villa
Museum.

Four pages copied from turn-of-the-century Jacksonville city directories.

Thirteen pages of news articles copied from Florida Times-Union (1899), concerning Black
saloon/theaters.

Good quality xerox copies of seven turn-of-the-century photos of Black performers. From



University of N. Florida Library.

Eight pages copied from Jacksonville's Architectural Heritage, Wayne W. Wood (University
Press of Florida, 1996 edition), with photos . good text, and a map of "La Villa Sites."

Five-page article with photos, from Neighbors (Jacksonville) magazine: "The Glitz Is Back as the
New Ritz Shines Light on the Past," about the reopening of La Villa's Ritz Theater.

Dissertation (about 200 pages) Florida State University, Peter Dunbaugh Smith, "Ashley Street
Blues: ... Vernacular Performance in La Villa, Florida, 1896-1916."

Folder 12LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

Two 5 x 7 glossy portraits, Sarah Martin and Edith Wilson, copied from 1927 Okeh Records
catalog. Two pages of typed notes from my May 2003 research visit to Filson Historical Society
Archive.

About 30 letters between Louisville Black music researcher Pen Bogert and Seroff 1992-1996,
full of information.

6-page text of an unpublished paper read by Pen Bogert at "Crossroads" Conference, MTSU,
April 19, 1996: "African-American String Bands and Brass Bands in Louisville 1835-1900."
Thirteen issues of Blues News (newsletter of Kyana Blues Society, Pen Bogert, editor), 1994-
1995.

About 35 pages of xeroxes from various Louisville newspapers, 1852-1932, related to local
Black entertainers, including jug bands.

Four insurance maps (1907, 1912) of Louisville's Black vaudeville locations. Six pages of
xeroxes and transcribed information from city directories.

Twelve pages of official documents on Black Louisville musicians: death certificates, Census
data. Secondary documentation in the form of old jazz journal articles about Louisville
musicians.

Folder 13 MACON, GEORGIA (Including the Douglass Theater)

Two pages of typed notes from my April 8 and 9, 2003 visit to the Washington Memorial Library
in Macon, to do research in the Charles H. Douglass Business Records Collection.

Several pages of correspondence between the archivist, Muriel M. Jackson, and Seroff.
Calendar of the contents of the Douglass collection; one-page biography of C.H. Douglass:
search of City Directories (1888-1940), and genealogical information about Douglass.
Seven-page chronological list of (all?) the Black vaudeville artists who appeared at the
Douglass Theater, Macon, April through December 1926.

Eight-page spreadsheet, artist contracts the for Douglass Theater. Seroff added information
about The size of the companies, length of engagement, and artist fee, from other files.
About twenty xeroxes of Theater Owners Booking Association (T.O.B.A.) Programs and
publicity flyers for Douglass Theater shows, some with artist photographs or cartoon
illustrations.

Eight two-page handbills or programs for Black vaudeville companies, with photographs.

Folder 14

About 180 xerox copies of T.O.B.A. signed contracts for artists appearing at the Douglass
Theater, 1924-1927. Contracts include Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith, Butterbeans & Susie, etc.

Folder 15

Xerox copies of about 200 pages of correspondence regarding the operation of the Theater
Owners Booking Association, 1924-1928. Letters (with interesting letterheads) from performers,
managers, and theater owners to Charles Douglass and his theater staff.



Folder 16

Xerox copies of "T.O.B.A. Publicity Sheets" for various vaudeville companies, with great details
about the shows.

Xerox copies of about twenty T.O.B.A. account sheets for vaudeville artists appearing at the
Douglass Theater. Outstanding documentation.

Five good xerox copies of photographs of the Douglass Theater, and Ocmulgee Park
Bandstand in Macon, both managed by Charles Douglass for Black vaudeville.

About 15 advertising placards and flyers (copies) for Douglass Theater performers.

Folder 17 MACON, GEORGIA (Including the Douglass Theater)

6 pages of Negro Business League information collected by Muriel Jackson

Two 1894 Macon Telegraph news articles about the opening of Ocmulgee Park. Copy of
Charles H. Douglass's obituary, Macon Telegraph, May 2, 1940.

Two-page Macon Courier article: "Charles Henry Douglass, 1870- 1940" (December 6, 1978),
with photos and information about the Douglass Theater.

Copy of a draft, about 25 pages, of "Preservation Study of the Douglass Theater, Macon,
Georgia, for the City of Macon," July 1, 1980. Information about the history of the theater, which
was in operation until 1973. Describes the discovery of the "Douglass Business Records
Collection," unearthed from his office in the process of the study. Profusely illustrated.

Copies of four Macon Telegraph feature stories (1980-1997): about the restoration and
reopening of the Douglass Theater.

Five-page document: "The New Douglass Theatre - Opened to the Public on January 11, 1997."
About 20 different programs or promos for shows at the Douglass Theater (2004-2007).

Folder 18 MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE:

Four typed pages of notes made April 1 & 2, 1995, at Memphis Public Library, researching early
Black vaudeville theater activity.

Four typed pages of citations noted in the Indianapolis Freeman about the Memphis theater
scene, 1901-1902

Six xeroxed pages from Memphis Commercial Appeal (white paper), on the subject of "Midnight
Frolics" held for white folks in local black theaters, 1923.

Copies of obituaries in the local press for Black saloon/theater proprietor Jim Kinnane and his
brother Tom Kinnane.

About eight pages of obituaries, news columns, and retrospectives about Memphis Black
vaudeville pioneer theater owners Fred Barrasso and his brother Anselmo Barrasso.

Several key news clippings and other documentation regarding W. C. Handy

Six pages of correspondence (1995) with David Evans, who helped with city directory and other
data pertaining to Memphis early vaudeville centers

A packet full of old insurance maps which locate Memphis early Black vaudeville theaters,
courtesy of Memphis music researcher Richard Raichelson.

Much secondary material concerning Memphis music, especially theater owner Robert R.
Church.

Folder 19 NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Two typed pages "Blues at the Bijou Theatre, Nashville, TN." Chronological, incomplete list of
Headliners, May 1924 to September 1931. From the Hatch Show Print files.

One page of typed notes from my 1998 phone conversation with Evans Sprott, Jr. of Nashville.
His father worked for Milton Starr's Bijou Amusement Company for more than twenty years.



Transcriptions of three Nashville Globe articles on Milton Starr and Bijou Theater (1918, 1956).
About 20 pages from Nashville city directories 1912-1972.

About 30 pages from a 1971 monograph by Milton Starr's sister, Carrie Lightman Starr, from
Tennessee State Museum.

A few pages of original text about Nashville songwriter N.C. Davis.

Folder 20 NEW YORK CITY

Five New York Times articles, August 16-18, 1900, on the 1900 New York race riot.
Fifteen pages of select theater reviews from the New York Times, 1893-1908.
Secondary documentation

Folder 21 SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

Two pages of notes from my April 2003 research visit to Savannah libraries. Correspondence
with librarians.

One-page detailed program for performance of The Green Pastures in Savannah, 1930. From
Georgia Historical Society.

Draft text about Savannah theaters for Abbott and Seroff's The Original Blues.

Run-offs from obscure texts about Savannah black music; including two Gullah Press
publications by Charles Lwanga Hoskins (2001, 2002), and a complete copy of Charles J.
Elmore, All That Savannah Jazz, Savannah State University, 1999.

Folder 22 TAMPA, FLORIDA

Two pages of notes from my 2003 research visit.
Random items about the Buckingham and Mascotte Theaters.

Folder 23 BLACK YODLERS in VAUDEVILLE

Charles Anderson: Correspondence from Nolan Porterfield to Lynn Abbott, 1992.

About 150 pages of Chicago Defender articles about Charles Anderson, 1915-1943. Emmett
Anthony John Churchill Clint Jones Winston Holmes:

Ten pages of Chicago Defender articles about Holmes and his Meritt record label.

Three journal articles and a book chapter about Holmes.

Folder 24 RAGTIME "COON SONGS" and "COON SHOUTERS"

Seven-page article by Bob Cole, "The Negro and the Stage," The Colored America11, March
1902.

Four articles on Blacks in mainstream vaudeville and coon songs from Variety 1906-1911.
Three pages of ads for coon songs from New York Clipper, 1897.

Original research including transcription of Uncle Tom Collins' "Every Race Has A Flag but the
Coon;" partial list of designated coon songs in the New York Clipper, 1896-1900;

About 15 pages of unpublished text about coon songs.

Several pages of correspondence between Sterling Morris and Lynn Abbott, re. coon shouter
Clarice Vance.

Jim Walsh Hobbies magazine article about Clarice Vance, April 1963.

Five pages of theatrical reviews from the New York Times related to coon shouter May Irwin
1895-1897.

Jim Walsh Hobbies article on May Irwin.

Run-off from Douglas Gilbert, Lost Chords: The Diverting Story of American Popular Songs,
1942.



Folder 25 PERFORMERS in AMERICAN CIRCUS SIDESHOWS

Several pages of correspondence between Seroff and archivists at John & Mabel Ringing
Museum, Sarasota, Hertzberg Circus Collection, San Antonio, Texas, and Philadelphia Museum
of the Circus.

One of the letters included two good photo xeroxes of black musicians atop Golmar Circus's
Georgia Minstrels bandwagon 1934.

Official "Route Sheets" for eight black circus annex band and minstrels. Rare, detailed
documentation!

About 11 pages of Lynn and my original rosters of Circus Annex Band + Minstrels.

About 40 pages of U.S. Census and Draft Registration documents relative to important
sideshow bandmasters, Bismark Ferris, James Wolfscale, Fountain Wood, and others.
Outstanding in-house documentation from the archives includes ten pages of data and rough
text about the career of P.G. Lowery.

Fifteen good xerox photos of P. G. Lowery and his band (early-20th century), from archives.
About ten good xerox photos of other Black sideshow bands and minstrels.

Three pages xeroxed from the "souvenir program" from Pawnee Bill's Great Wild West," 1908,
with photos of the full band and minstrel company and a shot from their stage show.

About 30 pages of xeroxed articles in journals including The White Tops, Billboard, Bandwagon,
that include text on black circus annex bands.

A few pages from various newspapers (1880-1916) concerning side show bands.

Louisville Commercial, March 28, 1880, ad for W. C. Coup's United Monster Show, mentions
Height's Jubilee Singers. Fine reproduction.

Many secondary sources.

Box 3 “Special vertical files.”

Folder 1 SILAS GREEN from NEW ORLEANS MIN STRELS

Ten typed page transcript of Lynn Abbott's May 11, 2005 interview with Eleanor J. Baker,
daughter of Wilbur P. Jones, the last owner of the Silas Green Show.

Two-page letter from Lynn Abbott to Eleanor Baker.

Fourteen pages copied from Hatch Show Print Files on the Silas Green Show, chronicling their
tours of 1924-1928, and their final shows of 1957-1958.

About 65 pages of documentation about Eph Williams' pre-Silas Green show career, mainly
from circus museum archives.

Copy of five-page article on "Silas Green of New Orleans", Ebony, September 1954, with good
photos. Three news articles about the Silas Green Show from the 1940s.

Macon Telegraph obituary for long-time owner Charles Collier from October 1942. Alex
Albright's 1993 Living Blues article on the Silas Green Show.

Folder 2 "SHUFFLE ALONG"

Copy of Frank Driggs' 1968 interview with Gertrude Saunders. Thirty pages of Black newspaper
reviews of the show.

High quality xerox copies of photos from Reminiscing with Noble Sissie and Eubie Blake.
Run-off of Bill Egan, Florence Mills/Harlem Jazz Queen, 2004.

Folder 3 "SMART SET" COMPANIES

Five pages transcribed from the Freeman regarding Alexander Tolliver, Tolliver's Big Show, or
Tolliver's Smart Set.

Eleven pages of articles from the Black press about Alexander Tolliver's Smart Set. Copy of
Alexander Toiliver's WWI Draft Registration Card.



Four pages from Hatch Show Print Account Files for Tutt & Whitney's Smarter Set Company,
September 1924 to March 1926.
Random items relevant to the Smart Set.

Folder 4 1893 CHICAGO WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION

5 X 7 glossy photo of the crowd and the White City. Several pages of correspondence relative to
the Fair.

About 60 pages about the World's Fair from various newspapers, including the Indianapolis
Freeman.

Folder 5
Run-off from more than thirty different books and magazines with text about the 1893 World's
Fair.

Collection processed and finding aid written by Olivia M. Beaudry, CA, January 2026.



