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                What is the American Labor Movement?  
The American Labor Movement is a collection of various labor rights campaigns 
throughout the nation’s history. Though trade unions began to emerge in the late 1700s, 
they were largely decentralized and spread apart. The creation of the Mechanics’ Union 
of Trade Associations in Philadelphia in 1827 is when centralized unions began uniting 
all the smaller craft unions within a single city. Later, in 1852, the creation of the 
International Typographical Union led to national unions bringing together local unions 
of the same trade from across the United States. The labor movement, and Unions, in 
the United States became a huge political force and have remained relevant through 
subsequent decades.  

             Why does Labor Movement Research Matter? 
Research on the Labor Movement in the United States is important because it is a 
movement that not only helped to implement many of the labor laws and workplace 
regulations that we have today, but also a movement that remains culturally relevant 
even today. The Labor Movement is also responsible for a large discography of music 
both about the movement itself and about the various protest efforts that have occurred 
within the larger movement over time. 

    What can this Labor Movement research guide do for me? 
This guide will provide a few ways and resources to help you understand the ways that 
the Labor Movement can frame your historical research. The types of primary and 
secondary sources included in this guide are sheet music, song broadsides, songbooks, 
sound recordings, and secondary source books.  



Additional research materials are included at the end of this research guide. These 
materials include outside databases, online repositories, and online exhibits with 
information about the Labor Movement in the United States to help broaden your 
understanding and research.  

“How do I search for these primary source materials?” 

Most of these primary source materials are searchable through the Center’s website. 
Sound recordings can be searched in the Center’s Reading Room through the in-house 
database.  

To search for these materials online, visit the CPM’s website. The catalog will search for 
materials in the following collection categories: Manuscript Collections, Rare Books, and 
Scores; Song Broadsides (which are inexpensive printed sheets of paper that normally 
only contain the lyrics to one or more songs); Posters, Playbills, and Programs; trade 
Catalogs, Photographs; and Periodicals: Secondary Collection.  

To search the materials in the Center’s archive, click on “Archive Collection Search.”  

 

You can search for specific titles, songs, or artists in Basic Search or Advanced Search. 
You can examine secondary source materials before searching for primary sources if 
you do not have any specific names in mind. Terms such as fill in later with appropritate 
terms for this search. 

 

To limit your search to a particular field or type of material, click on the Advanced 
Search link. You can limit your search by title, dates, song lyrics, song titles, collections, 
creators, authors, performers, and many other different specifications.  



 

 

At the Center (in-house searching only):  

To search for Sound Recordings, please visit the Center and use out in-house database 
or email the Center at popular.music@mtsu.edu  

Some photographic and manuscript materials also require staff assistance to locate. 
Please contact Archivist with any questions.  

“What secondary source materials do you have?” 

To search for secondary Source Materials available in the Center’s Reading Room—go 
to MTSU’s Walker Library catalog and use search terms like fill in with appropriate 
search terms.  

If you are only interested in materials held at the CPM, click on “Catalog Advanced 
Search” at the bottom of the search box.  

 

Then select “Center for Popular Music” under the “Collection” menu.  
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